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The beginnings of English trade in the Mediterranean
date chiefly from the fifteenth century, and its progress was
marked by the appointment of consuls in the ports oimnean
southern Europe *. This ' ancient navigation into the
Levant ' 2 suffered in the next century a severe set-back.
The Turkish occupation of the Archipelago " drove our
nation clean from the trade, so as for thirty years and more
the same was wholly left off and no English ship durst
pass into the Straits " 3. These ' thirty years and more ' lie
between 1550, when * a prosperous voyage ' was made to the
eastern Mediterranean, and 1583, when ' the tall ship ' called
the Susan of London set sail for Constantinople. In the
interim the trade was ' utterly discontinued ' 4, although a
London merchant and famous traveller, Anthony Jenkinson,
obtained from the Sultan in 1553 the privilege of trading in
his dominions5. Moreover the discovery of a new route to
India transferred much of the spice trade from the Venetians
to the Portuguese ; and when the latter, after sailing ' about
three parts of the earth almost ', brought home the spices,
* the great rich purses ' of the merchants of Antwerp " en-
grossed them all into their own hands " 6. The fact that
Antwerp was ' the storehouse for all merchandise out of
Spain and Portugal ' discouraged English enterprise, since
from Antwerp, as Burghley remarked, " one hoy will bring
as much in one year as ten merchant ships were wont to bring
from the other places in two years " 7. The severance of
1 Supra, vol. i. 590.
1 Burghley's phrase :   Tudor Economic Documents (ed. Tawney and
Power), ii. 104.
*  See Harborne's memorandum (c. 1588) in Transactions of the Royal
Historical Society, 4th ser. v. 18.
*  The trade was 'much frequented* 1511-1534, and then 'not so
commonly ' until 1550 :   Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations (ed. 1904),
v. 167-168.   For the voyages ol 1550 and 1583, see ibid. v. 71, 243.
6 Ibid. v. 109, 168.
6 Wheeler, A Treatise of Commerce (1601), 36.
1 State Papers Foreign, 1581-1582, p. 651 ; Tudor Economic Documents
(ed. Tawney and Power), ii. 125.